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The Bottleneck in the Ammunition Supply Chain

Cellulose is plentiful, but only certain
grades of cotton are suitable for energetic
grade nitrocellulose.

Nitric and sulfuric acid production is trivial
but environmentally challenging

There is only 1 new NC facility being built
(in Poland) outside of China and Russia.
Radford Army Ammunition Plant is being
upgraded but is 10 years behind schedule

Most new manufacturing
capacity is focused here

Boxes in green indicate supplies that
are readily available and mostly involve
trivial technologies
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Smokeless Propellant

Some suppliers. Supply unstable due to shortages of nitrocellulose
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Many Suppliers. Supply unstable due
to raw materials constraints
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